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1 s^Vanu-aTy^^.l  947- 

To  the  Chairman  and  Lenbers  of 
Chatteris  Urban  Districc  Council, 

Ladies  ana  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  report  as  Iledical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1946;- 

Area  of  Parish 13719  acres 

Hstimatea  resiaents 

mid  1 946.  5084 

Rateable  Value. £1 6,  520 

Produce  of  la.  rate ,...£64 

Humber  of  Iniiabitcd  houses...  1500 

The  main  industra^  of  cue  arso.  is  agricultural 
with  one  light  engineering  worivs  o^.:ploying  aj^jprox-  80-'i  00 
people 


VIT.-JL  cTATIbflCb. 

Total . 

li.al e s . 

females . 

Births  Live 

97 

44 

53 

) 

Legitimate 

Xlle  gi t imate 

92 

5 

41 

3 

51 

2 

) 19.0^^ger 
Still  birth 

Still  births 

4 

3 

1 

rate  41  .>  23 

per  1000 

births  V 

Legitim.a  te 

3 

2 

1 

liregi tima te 

1 

1 

— 

Deaths 

67 

37 

30 

Death  rate 

Deaths  (infants 

13.17  per  1 00> 

under  1 year) 

8 

5 

3 

Rate  per  100C 

legitimate 
births  86,95 

The  chief  causes 

of  death 

were  : - 

Inter-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions,  8 

Heart  & Vascular 29 

Repnritis 1 

Cancer 7 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 1 

Influenza - . 3 

Pneumonia 5 

There  v/ere  no  aeaths  from  infectious  disease  or  of 
children  under  2 years  from  diciirhoea. 


lixTCugnout  the  pcrioa  unucr 
no  ^pidcmle  fc'''-ms  of  aisease-.  311 
sporadic.  Such  a condition  points 
genertil  efficiency  of  tuc  Sanitary 


r-cview  there  v/ere  practically 
cases  v/ere  essentially 
to  a very  definite 
provisions  of  the  town. 


D^atn  rates  cormpare  very  favourably  with  the  general 
death  rate  for  Hngland  ana  '/ales.  There  is  good  evidence  that 
the  population  is  in  extremely  good  health  and  consequently 
maxim-jm  contribution  is  being  rnaae  torwaras  the  increase  of 
agriculfural  productivity. 


m0YT610h  OF  i-C.^LTH  OORVICOO  FUR  LOHR  i\RE. 


1,  Staff  - Public  Healtri  Officers. 

a^  One  part  time  Reuical  Officer. 

>.ne  whole  time  Sanitary  Inspector;) 

b . a Qistrict  Purse  is  provided  by  the  Local  Listrict 
pursing  Associationv, 

c. ,  jjistrict  Lidwife  of  the  County  Council  service  and 

school  and  natcrnal  and  Child  t'^elfare  Clinics  are 
providea  for  tue  Listrict, 

2 . L.ZiCrloL.i'i'JlOi't  ■rtLOPTjj.L . 

a.  Public  Health  (amendment)  Act,  16yO  Parrs  III  ano  IV, 

b.  Public  Health  ( Arne  name  nr ) Act,  ■'1907- 

c.  Infectious  LiScaSc  (Prevention)  Act,  1890 

d.  Private  Street  V/orAS  Act,  1892, 

Byelaws  are  in  force  as  to  slaughter  houses,  public 
pleasure  grounds,  common  lodging  houses  and  new  streers  and 
buildings , 

3-  Pathologicd  investigations  are  carried  out  under  an 

arrangcmv-nt  with  King  Caward  VIII  Pemorial  Institure,  Levrisham! 

L:phrnt:ria  antitoxin  is  provided  for  cases  requiring  it„ 
Immunise rion  against  diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Health  Service,  Infectious  disease  parients  requiring  hosplbal 
treatment  have  been  dealt  with  at  Cambridge  Infectious  Hospital, 
Arrange  me  nrs  with  Sly  Isolation  Hos’pital  have  existed  but  have 
net  been  utilised^ 

For  non  infectious  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  in 
addition  to  Addenbrootce ' s Hospital  and  Peterborough  Memorial 
Hospital,  the  County  Hospital  at  Loddington  is  nov;  available. 

An  ambuli..nce  is  maintained  in  connection  with  the  Hospital 
Sunday  Fund  and  Contribution  scheme  for  the  transport  of  oases, 
the  Red  Cress  have  made  a reserve  ambulance  available  for  the 
Listrict  at  large  in  Cuse  of  special  emergency . 

SllL'IiVtRY  C IRCU,..b  lAnC  Fb  OF  PHaa^a. 


’.Yater , A constant  supply  of  VA^ttr  is  provided  by  the  U.L.C, 
to  bu  delivered  ^.t  primrose  Hill  at  ^0  feet  head  under  a contract 
with  the  V.isbech  Later  Company o Tne  analysis  shows  a high 
degree  of  purity  o.nd  generully  adequate  supply-  One  low  level 
i.nd  one  high  level  reservoir  exist  ana  hc,ve  a storage  Ccipacitj'- 
of  145,000  gallons.  The  equipment  is  capt.ble  of  handling 
350; 000  gallons  per  day 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  direct  1192 

Humber  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  by 

sto.nd  pipe . . . , > ^ 303 

AIL*  bL'./LRA&L.  This  is  on  o.  gr-avi tofcionol  sysaem  and 
thc.:-_3  ':c  the  situ<.,tion  of  tne  town  secures  ^ high  degree  of 
unifer-A  rn. rural  efficiency  in  its  worhing.  An  outlying  c;reu  of 
the  to-..'n  is  served  by  c.  septic  tank:  installation.  This  also 
op  c r ... = s e i'f i c i e n 1 1 y . 

Tne  nev/  housing  programme  Involves  c.n 
additicAal  300  heuses  ,-.nd  taese  .re  mdnly  situated  in  the 
southern  porion  of  the  town.  It  becomes  ^-pparent  that  the  nbw 
sewerage  rrroject  should  be  pressed  on  with  all  speed. 
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R I VER-S  AI.]j  STR:^\i  .S  . 


There  are  no  natural  rivers  or  streams  within  the  Urban  area- 
The  town  is  situated  on  a layer  of  Klmmeridge  clay  thrown  up 
and  forming  high  land  above  the  fen.  The  rainfall  in  the  area 
has  always  gravitated  on  the  east  and  west  sides  into  the 
lowlying  fenSc  This  outflow  was  intercepted  by  the  artificial 
cuts  and  "rivers"  made  some  300  years  ago  when  the  fens  were 
reclaimed , 


C-lOS^T  ..-vJOOiaLOIUTIOn , Tnis  is  almost  entirely  on  the  water 
Call iage  system, 

PUBLIC  C.l.L^-.i.8IRG-.  House  refuse  is  clear-co  by  the  Council's 
scavenging  carts  on  tne  basis  of  a w^.cLly  interval  with  special 
arrangements  for  shops  and  busiiie-ss  pre raises, 

FOOD,-  .-ill  the  premises  of  the  food  retailers  were  inspected 
and  the  conditions  thereof  found  satisfactory.  Where  minor 
defects  '-ere  found  the  necv.ssary  steps  to  remedy/  the  defects 
wei*e  oamcn  quicl:l7", 

SCHOOLS . These  are  all  supplied  with  a piped  water  supply  and 
the  general  sanitary  conditions  found  to  be  well  kept  and  quite 
satisfactor3^ 

HUTRITIOLl  Broadly  speahing  the  limitations  of  quantity  and 
quality  of  available  rationed  foods  have  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  nutrition  of  people  at  large  least  so  in  those  entitled 
to  special  r^ lions  aiio  has  airnlnished  pov/ers  of  endurance  and 
power  of  recovery  from  illness  and  resisting  disease,  Each  j^^ear 
r.v:  oeS5it,„tv;S  the  closer  study  of  the  comparative  Values  of 
various  articles  of  available  food  if  the  healxh  of  the 
community  is  to  be  maintained  at  its  best. 


PRE' 


V/-.J 


lOLTROL  OVER  IlePECTIOU^ 


OTHER  DIOHAbES, 


The  year  was  marked  by  freedomi  from  epidemic 
diseases  Sporadic  cases  occurred  as  followsm- 

b car  let  fever ,0,  , 14 

Pneumonia  o,,,  . 1 

Pulmonary  TuDerculosis , , 6 

Other  Tuberculosis , 2 

Leasles  . 3 

Diphtheria , ,1  , , 1 

EoUSIHGr-  preparatory  v/orc  is  going  on  slowly,  bite  development 
ana  i-.vo  house  building  contracts  are  no’vv  in  progress, 

^-,ppenaed  belov/  are  details  of  j-r ogress  at  31st  Dec ,1946 


WVarth:  Site  jcrepaPa tions  854  complete 
Houses  out  to  contract...,  40 
Commenced.  . . . , , . 28 

Lone  were  completed. 

The  ten  prefaor ic^tea  houses  are  904  complete 


Slo";  progress  with  tne  housing  programme  is  having  an 
increasing  repercussion  on  the  alrec.a:?^  overcrowded  conditions 
of  the  tewTio  Tne  demobilisation  h,,&  also  increased  the  effect^ 


(Signed)  R.  E,  Kix, 


Hedical  Officer  of  Health 


